Project:  Global Labour Statistics Database

Applicant:

NewUnionism.Net Ltd

Address:

Suite 7, Peel House, 

30 The Downs, Altringham

Cheshire WA14 2PX

United Kingdom

Phone:

0033 4 5041 5368

Email:


ergognostic@newunionism.net

Introduction:

NewUnionism.Net Ltd is a non-profit international network, registered in the United Kingdom, whose aims (as set out in the Memorandum of Association) are: 

A. To assist in rebuilding the union movement by promoting the principles of organizing, workplace democracy and internationalism;

B. To provide international solidarity for working people, their families and trade unions in the form of donations and other assistance.

The majority of network members are union officials (48%), followed by “rank and file” members (24%) and labour academics (15%). Our membership list can be viewed here: http://www.newunionism.net/who.htm. 

We are seeking your support to:

· Collect international statistics relating to the world of work, labour unionisation, and employment conditions;

· Develop a system which packages and presents this data for unionists, helping them to make national/international comparisons, and to understand global patterns and trends;

How does the purchasing power of unionised workers’ compare with that of the non-unionised around the world? How do trends in pay in your country compare with those in another, and internationally? How does job satisfaction relate to productivity? What is the relationship between the gender pay gap and the level of union membership? How do unionisation levels and a country’s “satisfaction with life” rating correlate? 

The data needed to answer questions such as these is available; it has simply not been brought together “under one roof” and made accessible in a user-friendly manner. 

From the work we have done we believe there is a huge argument to be made for the benefits of unionism. This argument can be run both nationally and internationally, with reference to hard data and recent trends. The system we wish to develop would be a tool to achieve this.

However such a system is not just for the benefit of centre left-governments and policy analysts. Today everybody is exposed to a series of recurring messages which are based on ideology, rather than fact. For instance, as this network has shown, the labour movement is in a period of growth
, not decline. Furthermore, the evidence suggests that unionisation is good for the productivity and competitiveness of national economies
. 

Our statistical work has been very well received internationally, and we have been encouraged to take it further for the benefit of workers and union organisers. It is time that the dominant narrative was challenged by workers at every level – local, regional, national and international - armed with knowledge, as well as conviction.

We are seeking project sponsorship for nine months to build a free online system which would allow users to test theories regarding the labour movement, and would provide them with a clear and accessible picture of how key factors in the world of work are inter-related, both nationally and internationally. 

 TOTAL COSTS:

$US46,700 or €31,500 or £22,700 or $AU53,400.
Further information:

Upon request, potential sponsors will be provided with further details, including:

Referees




Curriculum Vitae of the company directors




Company documentation




Full and current financial records




Other information as required

 Project Budget

 TOTAL COSTS:

$US46,700 or €31,500 or £22,700 or $AU53,400.
Please note that these costs do not include an estimated 160 hours voluntary work which the New Unionism network will contribute to the project.

From April 2008 to December 2008 (timeline and targets available on request)

Database development
 € 10,600
MySQL: Design of an online statistical

database which links to tables stored in 

central New Unionism database. Data 

entry of key global and national 

statistics.

Web interface development
      5,920
Design of a website which takes 

parameters from the user and uses 

these to query the database, 

presenting the results in a user-

friendly manner.

Also snapshots on www.swivel.com

Consultancy costs
  
       6,900
In-depth data review with experts in 

the field, including both statisticians 

and analysts/commentators. Identification of gaps and resolution of methodology problems

Focus groups and peer review     1,100
Product testing and further needs

analysis

Additional research
4,200
Following review, research to add 

missing data which target audience 

would find useful.

Office, phone, post & travel
          200
Contribution towards office/IT and 

communications costs

Promotional costs        
       2,600
Production and distribution of leaflet 

and free report outlining some of the key findings of interest to unions. 

 TOTAL COSTS:

$US46,700 or €31,500 or £22,700 or $AU53,400.
Prepared by Peter Hall-Jones on behalf of the New Unionism network

� See http://www.newunionism.net/library/member%20contributions/news/Union%20membership%20by%20country%202000-2007.htm


� See http://www.newunionism.net/library/member%20contributions/news/Unionism%20and%20Economic%20Performance.htm





