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State of the Unions
According to a new study released today by the New Unionism network, the public needs to reassess its belief that the union movement is in decline.
The Network, an international group which was also launched today, claims that recent data from the ILO shows that more unions are growing than shrinking. Furthermore, the study suggests there is good reason to believe that a huge amount of union growth is going unrecorded, for economic and political reasons.
"Manufacturing has moved en masse to less developed countries, and these are the very nations with the worst infrastructure for collecting statistics. So we are losing members on one hand, and not counting new ones on the other. What evidence we have found points to very strong union growth in these developing countries, but almost all of it is off the radar," said Peter Hall-Jones, a spokesman for the network.
Not only are unions growing, but they are also uniting across borders. Global alliances, often involving Union Network International, seem to be paving the way for a new form of international solidarity, where alliance partners “act nationally but think globally” in industries such as cleaning, telecommunications, transport, security and catering. 
A recently announced proposal also suggests that we may see the development of the world's first multinational union, bringing together major unions from the UK, Germany and the United States in a united voice for those working in multinational companies.
Furthermore the merger late last year of two international union confederations (see http://www.ituc-csi.org/) has created the largest workers body ever seen. It represents upwards of 168 million workers in more than 150 countries. And on top of this comes the new Council of Global Unions, a body formed this month including the ITUC, global union federations and the OECD Trade Union Advisory Committee  to the OECD (TUAC).
In responding to the study John Evans, General Secretary of TUAC said: "TUAC's latest figures agree broadly with the ILO ones: there are certainly more countries showing union growth than union decline."
"Union decline is a myth, both statistically and politically", says Hall-Jones, in his conclusion to the report. "We believe we owe it to ourselves to stop perpetuating the myth. The real challenge for the union movement is not to save itself from collapse; it is to find a strategy for growth and increased influence at a time when the potential has never been so good."
The full study can be accessed by clicking on "Return of the Unions", the first item of news on this page: http://www.newunionism.net/
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